Appendices

Appendix 1. Politicians’ declared knowledge.

Figure 1. Aggregate declared knowledge on participatory tools. 


Appendix 2. Wording questions by order in the questionnaire.

Q8. “Cities, regions and countries in Europe are using different types of methods to involve citizens in political decisions. Do you know or can you name any of them? Please, write down the names of a maximum of two of these methods or describe them briefly.”

Q9.- Have your heard of…?

	
	Q9.- Knowledge

	
	Yes
	No
	DK/NA
	

	1) Advisory councils
	1
	2
	9
	

	2) Minipublics (juries, citizen assemblies,…)
	1
	2
	9
	

	3) Participatory budgeting
	1
	2
	9
	

	4) Citizen initiated referenda
	1
	2
	9
	

	5) Opinion surveys
	1
	2
	9
	

	6) Primaries in political parties
	1
	2
	9
	





C4.- In politics people sometimes talk of 'left' and 'right'. Using this scale, where 0 means the left and 10 means the right, where would you place yourself?
	Left                                                                                             Right
	DK/DA

	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	88/99




Q7.- Do you agree or disagree with the following statements?

	
	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree
	DK/NA

	Governments should be more receptive to the political initiatives organized by civil society and social movements
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	88/99

	I know what is best for the public, based on my professional expertise
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	88/99




Q16.- How important to you are each of these potential problems of involving citizens in policy-making?

	
	Very important
	Important
	Somewhat important
	Not so important
	Not important at all
	DK/NA

	1) Most people don't want to be involved, they simply want public services to work properly
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	88/99

	2) People are ill informed to participate in difficult decisions
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	88/99

	3) If I spend a lot of time in discussions with citizens, effectiveness of government tends to decline
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	88/99

	4) Participation often leads to more conflict and criticisms
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	88/99

	5) It takes a lot of time and effort to effectively involve citizens in municipal decision-making
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	88/99





Appendix 3. Open question coding scheme.

Table 1. Coding Scheme for Open-Ended Responses on Participatory Mechanisms. 
	CODE UNIT
	Description of the code unit
	Examples indirect mention

	Advisory councils
	Institutional bodies for advising local, regional or national public decisions based on associative democracy
	Forums for discussing sector-specific issues and proposing improvements, spaces for addressing neighbourhood-related matters, and the Municipal Social Council, a body that brings together representatives from participatory bodies.

	Mini publics
	Deliberative bodies formed by lottery that deliberate on policy issues
	A methodology currently gaining traction across Europe is regularly employed to seek social consensus on complex matters such as the climate emergency, although it can be applied to virtually any issue. Through a lottery-based selection mechanism—similar to the method used for selecting jury members—a representative sample of citizens is chosen. These individuals reflect a diversity of age, gender, socio-economic status, ideology, and other relevant factors. Over a defined period, they meet to deliberate and respond to previously established questions (…).

	Participatory budgeting
	Citizen involvement in allocation of public funds
	Budgetary allocations are also discussed and determined in advance during these citizen assemblies for subsequent inclusion in the municipality’s annual general budget.

	Referenda
	Mechanisms of direct democracy where citizens vote on specific policy proposals or legislative decisions
	Direct mention:
Referendum; Referendums and plebiscites for matters of great importance

	Opinion surveys
	Citizens express preferences through structured questions, particularly in consultation processes
	Implement participatory mechanisms through public consultations that allow citizens to express their views, serving as a basis for informing subsequent policy decisions

	Others
	Valid participatory mechanisms not captured by the predefined categories, often described using informal or context-specific language
	The People’s Party government implemented the [process’ specific name] participatory process, enabling citizens to express their preferences regarding the redesign of urban spaces that became available following the integration of the railway lines.

	Invalid response
	Responses that are too vague, refer to non-institutional forms of expression, or do not describe a participatory mechanism
	In my city, a citizen participation ordinance has been created to facilitate the involvement of residents in the political life of our local government; Social media; Participation and active listening



Source: own elaboration.
Know	
Advisory councils	Mini publics	Participatory budgeting	Referenda	Opinion surveys	0.94395280235988199	0.79646017699115002	0.96176470588235297	0.92647058823529405	0.99411764705882399	Do not know	
Advisory councils	Mini publics	Participatory budgeting	Referenda	Opinion surveys	5.6047197640118E-2	0.20353982300885001	3.8235294117647103E-2	7.3529411764705899E-2	5.8823529411764696E-3	


